
Ralph Edgar Hardy
January 7, 1943 - December 5, 2020

THE LIFE OF A PHENOMENAL FLOWER 
 Ecclesiastes chapter three eloquently states that God has appointed a time and a season

for all things under His sun; a time to mourn, a time to rejoice, a time to be born, and a
time to die. January 7, 1943, presented a time to celebrate when Deacon Ralph and
Mattie Hardy of Jefferson, Georgia, were blessed with a belated New Year’s gift, an
incredibly special flower, their first-born son, Ralph Edgar Hardy, Jr. After having had four
daughters to precede his birth, this child was the son of their dream and one for whom
they had prayed and waited. At an early age, Ralph Edgar, affectionately known as
“Edgar,” recognized his life’s purpose and understood that his mission on earth was to
render service. Edgar consistently exemplified obedience and respect at home, church,
and school. His demeanor was a source of pride for his parents as well as other family
members. 

 He received his formal educational training in the Jackson County School System,
Jefferson, Georgia, where he was a respected athlete, student leader, and an astute
academician. In fact, Edgar was the valedictorian of his class. Although he was an
outstanding star on the school’s basketball team, he found time to serve as a tutor for his
peers and work as a student assistant for his principal. When he finished high school,
Edgar was blessed with a full scholarship to Paine College in Augusta, Georgia, where he
earned a B. S. degree in Biology. Edgar became the first college graduate of his family,
who provided a strong advocacy system for his success. Focusing on career development
and a desire to serve his educational community, he pursued and earned a master’s
degree in Educational Leadership from Georgia Southern University in Statesboro,
Georgia. He furthered his education at the University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina, where he earned an Educational Specialist Degree in Educational Administration
and Supervision 

 Edgar served as an outstanding science teacher, coach, and a school administrator during
his career, which spanned thirty-nine years. His exemplary service was recognized as he
received multiple accolades for his career achievements. In 1967, he was the assistant
coach of the Wheeler County girls’ State Champion basketball team. He also served as
head coach for the boys’ basketball team and an assistant coach for football and track.



During his tenure in the Wheeler County School System in Alamo, Georgia, he was
selected as STAR teacher, and was promoted to assistant principal. Later, when he
became principal of Toombs County High School in Lyons, Georgia, he was recognized by
Governor Sonny Perdue as one of Georgia’s High Performing principals. Also, Secretary
of State, Kathy Cox, recognized him as one of Georgia ‘s most outstanding citizens. 

 Edgar was an active member of many church and civic organizations. He served as a
deacon of New Salem Baptist Church in Jefferson, Georgia. Additionally, he was a Life
Member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., and Paine College Alumni Association. He
was also a member of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Inc. (Delta, Delta Boule), Albany State
University Alumni Chapter, 100 Black Men of Albany, Concerned Citizen Coalition of
Vidalia, GA, and the Georgia Retired Educators’ Association. Additionally, Edgar
supported Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. his wife’s sorority and was inducted as a
member of the sorority’s National “Honey Do’’ auxiliary. 

 Let us rejoice and be glad that just a few days ago, God decided that He needed another
flower for His heavenly garden; He looked down from His great high heavens and found
one of His phenomenal servants – a church deacon, husband, father, brother, grandfather,
and educator - Ralph Edgar Hardy, Jr. suffering from pain and ill health. However, with
love and sympathy swelling in His heart, God selected Ralph for planting in His heavenly
flower garden. Deacon Ralph Edgar Hardy welcomed Jesus with opened arms and a
smile as he realized the time and season had come for his planting. However, in previous
seasons, there were other loved ones chosen for planting in God’s heavenly garden.
These loved ones include: his father, Ralph, his mother, Mattie, and two sisters, Ruby
Jean Danner, and Annie Catherine Moon, along with his first wife, Alberta Jones- Hardy. 

 Precious memories of Deacon Ralph Edgar Hardy will be cherished immensely by his
family and friends as they are all grateful to God for sharing him during his time on Earth.
Memories of Ralph will be held sacred by his devoted wife of eighteen years, Dr. Janice
Coats-Hardy of Albany, Georgia, his son, Deacon Gregg (Casandra) Hardy of Reidsville,
Georgia, two bonus sons, Marshall R. (Denise)Troup, of Loganville, Georgia, and Martisse
(Tarcia) Troup of Tyrone, Georgia. Other family members left to cherish memories of
Ralph include: three sisters, Joyce (Saul) White and Pearl (Clarence “Buck”) Kinney of
Jefferson, Georgia, and Sandra Freeman of Atlanta, Georgia as well as three brothers:
Thomas (Linda) Hardy, John (Betsy) Hardy, and Kelvin (Patricia) Hardy all of Jefferson,
Georgia. Additionally, seven grandchildren will continue to cherish memories of their
grandfather; the seven grandchildren include: Quayvis Hardy and Keshawn Hardy of
Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, Georgia, Kayla Hardy of Reidsville, Georgia,
Gregg Hardy, Jr. of Vidalia, Georgia, Jasmin Hardy (USAF), Traverse Hardy of Savannah,
Georgia, and Antonio Hardy of Columbus State University, Columbus, Georgia. Four
bonus granddaughters: Malia and Milan Troup of Tyrone, Georgia along with Macey and
Leanna Shonoyo of Loganville, Georgia are left to cherish his memories. Ralph was



blessed to have two great-granddaughters: Ryleigh Hardy and Aubree Hardy of Vidalia,
Georgia, who will fondly remember him. Additionally, extended family members are left to
cherish memories of Ralph include two brothers-in-law, Thomas (Grace) Coats of
Jacksonville, Florida, and Arnold (Beverly) Coats of Miami, Florida and two sisters- in law,
Gloria Coats of Miami, Florida and Michelle Miller of Jacksonville, Florida. Also, the Jones
family of Riceboro, Georgia will cherish the special bond shared with Ralph through the
years coupled with multiple nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends who will continue to
honor his legacy. 
Therefore, if Deacon Ralph E. Hardy were here today, he would say, “Weep not”; he would
say, “weep no more,” and he would say reflect on John 14:1, “let not your hearts be
troubled!” Deacon Hardy would ask all those he left behind to please take comfort in
knowing that “[He’s] resting in the bosom of Jesus” as a phenomenal flower in God’s
heavenly garden. 

 

https://m.facebook.com/WimberlyFuneralHome/?tsid=0.5117624937390254&source=resul
t



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 11. 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Wimberly Funeral Home
325 Summitt St SE
Gainesville, GA 30501
(770) 536-3251
info@wimberlyjackson.com
https://www.wimberlyjacksonfuneralhome.com

Service

DEC 12. 1:00 PM (ET)

New Salem Baptist Church Cemetery
787 New Salem Road
Jefferson, GA 30549

mailto:info@wimberlyjackson.com
https://www.wimberlyjacksonfuneralhome.com/
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October 22, 2023 at 04:48 PM

Ralph Edgar Hardy

Wanda Mallard - December 12, 2020 at 09:38 PM

To the family of my friend, fellow educator, brother in Christ, and brother in
greekdom. Jimmy, Wanda, and Nicholas Mallard want you to know that we will
forever hold the fond memories of Brother Ralph in our hearts. We will especially
remember him during this month, because our wedding anniversaries are in this
month. I know that your golden voice will be a vital part of God's Heavenly Choir,
and sound just as endearing as you did when you sang love notes to Janice
during your wedding. We will miss you, but you will never be forgotten! Rest On!!

Melissa Couey - December 12, 2020 at 09:05 PM

"Coach" Hardy was more than just a teacher to those of us who were blessed to
have been in his classroom. He truly cared about his students and encouraged us
in every way possible. He had a heart of gold and held a special place in my
heart. As a member of Wheeler County High School Class of 1985, I express my
sincere sympathies to Ms. Janice and the rest of the family. He will truly be
missed and the world is a little dimmer without him in it.

Joyce Hardy - December 12, 2020 at 11:51 AM

My fondest memory is that you were loved by your wife, Janice. Thanks for all of
the joy that you brought to her life!

December 12, 2020 at 08:17 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ralph
Edgar Hardy.

https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Henry Everson - December 11, 2020 at 08:11 PM

May The Lord continue to rest and receive his Soul. 
 My prayers and condolences to Brother Ralph Hardy’s

Family, Relatives & Friends. In Brotherly Love, 
 Henry Lee Everson PE Life Member if Kappa Alpha Psi

Fraternity Incorporated. RIP YITB

Wheeler County Board of Education - December 11, 2020 at 09:04 AM

Wheeler County Board of Education purchased the Sentiments
of Serenity Spray for the family of Ralph Edgar Hardy.

December 10, 2020 at 07:38 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ralph
Edgar Hardy.

December 09, 2020 at 10:41 PM

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of
Ralph Edgar Hardy.

Greg and Mary James - December 09, 2020 at 09:01 PM

We were so sorry to hear about Mr. Hardy's passing. We always thought so much
of him and his family. He never failed to speak whenever we saw him. We have
the Family in our thoughts and prayers. 

  
Greg and Mary James 

 Vidalia, Georgia

https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Valerie Jackson - December 12, 2020 at 08:47 AM

Condolence to the family Rest in paradise Mr. Ralph Hardy

VS
Vantresia Smith - December 12, 2020 at 10:05 AM

Sending prayers of peace and comfort to the Hardy family. Take your rest Mr Hardy,
well done thy good and faithful servant.

KJ

Karen Jackson - December 12, 2020 at 02:24 PM

Sincere Condolences  
Freddie & Karen Jackson 

 Vidalia, Georgia

Michelle Stinnett - December 09, 2020 at 09:21 AM

Mr. Hardy was my administrator when I first began teaching in Toombs County.
He was always kind, courteous, concerned about the well being of those around
him, and always greeted me with a smile. May the truth that his faith has become
his sight be of comfort and joy to his family.

JA

Jimmy Alexander - December 09, 2020 at 08:48 PM

I was Mr. Hardy's assistant principal at Toombs county High for many years.I was an
educator for 49 years all over Georgia, none were more thrilling than those under his
leadership!

Gloria W. Jefferson in care of Albany Alumni Ch - December 08, 2020 at
01:46 PM

Gloria W. Jefferson in care of Albany Alumni Ch purchased the
Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Ralph Edgar
Hardy.

Jimmy Alexander - December 08, 2020 at 08:37 AM

Mr. Hardy and I worked together for several years at
Toombs Co. High School. He was a great Administrator and
a great friend. He will be missed.

https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Amelia Taylor Smiley - December 12, 2020 at 03:09 PM

Mr. Hardy was my teacher at Wheeler County High School Alamo Georgia. Rest in
Peace Mr. Hardy.

SS

Suzanne O'Quinn Smith - December 13, 2020 at 06:35 PM

Coach Hardy taught so much more than just Science! He taught all who knew him
what it means to be a fine Christian gentleman! I am honored to have had this gentle
giant as my teacher, mentor, boss, and friend. To paraphrase one of our mutual
favorite poets, he is not dead; he's resting in the bosom of Jesus! Go rest high, Coach,
until we meet again!

December 07, 2020 at 05:25 PM

Greatest Love Casket Spray was purchased for the family of
Ralph Edgar Hardy.

https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1433&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wimberlyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1433&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

